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Chapter I

PERFORMANCES

Belief in the Part One is Playing

When an individual plays a part he implicitly
requests his observers to take seriously the
impression that is fostered before them. They are
asked to believe that the character they see
actually possesses the attributes he appears to
possess, that the task he performs will have the
consequences that are implicitly claimed for it,
and that, in general, matters are what they
appear to be. In line with this, there is the
popular view that the individual offers his
performance and puts on his show “for the
benefit of other people.” It will be convenient to
begin a consideration of performances by
turning the question around and looking at the
individual’s own belief in the impression of
reality that he attempts to engender in those
among whom he finds himself.

At one extreme, one finds that the performer
can be fully taken in by his own act; he can be
sincerely convinced that the impression of
reality which he stages is the real reality. When
his audience is also convinced in this way about
the show he puts on—and this seems to be the
typical case—then for the moment at least, only
the sociologist or the socially disgruntled will
have any doubts about the “realness” of what is
presented.

At the other extreme, we find that the
performer may not be taken in at all by his own
routine. This possibility is understandable, since
no one is in quite as good an observational
position to see through the act as the person who
puts it on. Coupled with this, the performer may
be moved to guide the conviction of his
audience only as a means to other ends, having
no ultimate concern in the conception that they
have of him or of the situation. When the
individual has no belief in his own act and no
ultimate concern with the beliefs of his
audience, we may call him cynical, reserving the
term “‘sincere” for individuals who believe in the
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Unlocking the English Legal System

The English Legal System and
European law

DOI: 10.4324/9781003263678-2

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

After reading this chapter you should be able to:

Identify the main sources of European law which
influence the English Legal System;

Recognise how European Union law changed domestic
law:;

Identify the processes by which the UK left the European
Union;

Understand the impact that Brexit has had and will have
on the English Legal System;

Recognise the difference between the European Union
and the Council of Europe;

Explain the difference between the Human Rights Act
1998 and the European Convention on Human Rights;
Recognise the key sections of the Human Rights Act 1998
and how they operate in the English Legal System.

2.1 The English Legal System and
international law

Throughout your time studying the English Legal System, it
may be easy to think that the European Union and European
Convention on Human Rights are the only sources of law
outside of English law to have influenced it. Although both
make explicit reference to ‘Europe’ in their names, strictly
speaking they are both sources of international law, as both
involve international agreements. Both areas of law have
greatly influenced our legal system, but it would be a mistake to
think that they are the only non-domestic sources to influence
English law.

For the purposes of this chapter, we will examine how the UK
is a party to international treaties relating to European human
rights law, how the UK was a member of the EU, and the
treaties which now exist between the UK and EU. When it was a
member of the EU, the UK was obliged to incorporate into UK
law the laws of the institutions established by the EU treaties.
Now that the UK has left the EU, EU law continues to affect the
UK, but in a much more diminished way than in the past. The
European Convention on Human Rights is the work of the
Council of Europe (not the EU) and is fundamental to the
operation of UK law (not just English law) because of the
Human Rights Act 1998. However, these treaties make up a tiny
minority of the treaties that the UK has signed. As of 2021, the
UK is a signatory to over 14,000 treaties, with countries all over
the world, on a huge variety of topics from fishing to space to
nuclear weapons.

Ministers acting for the Government negotiate treaties on
behalf of the UK. Parliament does not negotiate treaties. Once
the Government negotiates and signs a treaty, what are the next
steps?

2.1.1 Dualism and monism

Different legal systems have different approaches to
international law. In monist systems, national and international
legal systems form a unity. This means that international law
does not need to be translated into national law; it is
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Human Rights Act 1998. However, these treaties make up a tiny
minority of the treaties that the UK has signed. As of 2021, the
UK is a signatory to over 14,000 treaties, with countries all over
the world, on a huge variety of topics from fishing to space to
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Recognise how European Union law changed domestic
law:;
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Union;

Understand the impact that Brexit has had and will have
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and the Council of Europe;

Explain the difference between the Human Rights Act
1998 and the European Convention on Human Rights;
Recognise the key sections of the Human Rights Act 1998
and how they operate in the English Legal System.

2.1 The English Legal System and
international law

Throughout your time studying the English Legal System, it
may be easy to think that the European Union and European
Convention on Human Rights are the only sources of law
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make explicit reference to ‘Europe’ in their names, strictly
speaking they are both sources of international law, as both
involve international agreements. Both areas of law have
greatly influenced our legal system, but it would be a mistake to
think that they are the only non-domestic sources to influence
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For the purposes of this chapter, we will examine how the UK
is a party to international treaties relating to European human
rights law, how the UK was a member of the EU, and the
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UK is a signatory to over 14,000 treaties, with countries all over
the world, on a huge variety of topics from fishing to space to
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behalf of the UK. Parliament does not negotiate treaties. Once
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Identify the main sources of European law which
influence the English Legal System;

Recognise how European Union law changed domestic
law;
Identify the processes by which the UK left the European
Union;

Understand the impact that Brexit has had and will have
on the English Legal System;

Recognise the difference between the European Union
and the Council of Europe;

Explain the difference between the Human Rights Act
1998 and the European Convention on Human Rights;
Recognise the key sections of the Human Rights Act 1998
and how they operate in the English Legal System.

2.1 The English Legal System and
international law

Throughout your time studying the English Legal System, it
may be easy to think that the European Union and European
Convention on Human Rights are the only sources of law
outside of English law to have influenced it. Although both
make explicit reference to ‘Europe’ in their names, strictly
speaking they are both sources of international law, as both
involve international agreements. Both areas of law have
greatly influenced our legal system, but it would be a mistake to
think that they are the only non-domestic sources to influence
English law.

For the purposes of this chapter, we will examine how the UK
is a party to international treaties relating to European human
rights law, how the UK was a member of the EU, and the
treaties which now exist between the UK and EU. When it was a
member of the EU, the UK was obliged to incorporate into UK
law the laws of the institutions established by the EU treaties.
Now that the UK has left the EU, EU law continues to affect the
UK, but in a much more diminished way than in the past.
European Convention on Human Rights is t
Council of Europe (not the EU) and is fun
operation of UK law (not just English law) because of t
Human Rights Act 1998. However, these treaties make up a tiny
minority of the treaties that the UK has signed. As of 2021, the
UK is a signatory to over 14,000 treaties, with countries all over
the world, on a huge variety of topics from fishing to space to
nuclear weapons.

Ministers acting for the Government negotiate treaties on
behalf of the UK. Parliament does not negotiate treaties. Once
the Government negotiates and signs a treaty, what are the ne
steps?

2.1.1 Dualism and monism
Different legal systems have different approaches to
international law. In monist systems, national and international

legal systems form a unity. This means that international law
does not need to be translated into national law; it is
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